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centre line of the storm was due east from Des Moines, Iowa, to Detroit,
Michigan; narrowing in its limits north and south as it approacheJ the latter
place, where it arrived on the evening of the 8th ult., and rapidly subsided,
A high wind, varying from twenty-five to twouty-eighfc miles per hour,
accompanied the storm."

April 23fd, 18?3. G. E. PREECE.

Obituary.

SIR DONALD M'LEOD, K.S.I.

We regret to have to announce the death of a member, whose connection
with the Society was of a very short duration.

The late Sir Donald M'Leod, who was unfortunately lulled by an accident
in getting into a Metropolitan Railway train, at the GJoucester-road Station,
on the evening of the 28th November last, was one of the most experienced
and highly esteemed Indian statesmen of the day. He was the son of the late
General M'Leod, of the Bengal Engineers, and grandson of a Scottish laird,
Donald M'Leod, of Ross-shire. He was born in 1810, in India, and was sent
home for education, first at the High School, Edinburgh, subsequently iu
private institutions in England, until 1826, when he obtained an appointment
in the Indian civil service, and proceeded to Haileybury, where he was a con-
temporary of the late Sir G. Edmonstone, formerly Lieutenant Governor of the
North West Provinces, Sir J. P. Grant, now Governor of Jamaica, and Lord
Lawrence. At Haileybury he took high honours in the native languages,
mathematics, and drawing. During the first three years of his career in India
he was employed at Monghyr, in the provinces of Bengal; then for twelve
years in the Saugor and Nerbudda territories. For a short time he assisted
the late Colonel Sleeman iu the suppression of murders by Thugs and Dacoits;
and for six years filled the office of Magistrate of Benares. He gained a high
reputation by the happy influence he exercised over all classes of the people and
the manner in which he secured their co-operation in matters of local improve-
ment and the repression of crime. His success as Magistrate of Benares led to
his promotion, in 1849, to the important post of Commissioner of the territory
then recently acquired from the Sikhs, and known as the Trans-Sutlej States.
There his rare powers of conciliation had ample scope in smoothing the diffi-
culties and allaying the animosities incidental to the successive domination of
Sikhs over Rajpoots and Englishmen over Sikhs. In 1854 he became Financial
Commissioner of the Punjaub, and during the crisis of 1857 was, with Sir Robert
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Montgomery, one of the trusted councillors of Sir John Lawrence, who has
borne testimony to the value of his services and his serene and resolute bearing
in that trying time. In 1855 he was, on the recommendation of Sir John
Lawrence, appointed Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjaub, and shortly after-
wards received the honour of Knight Commander of the Star of India, the
Companionship of the Bath having been granted him in recognition of his
services in 1857. After holding office five years and a half as Lieutenant-
Goveruor, he handed over the government to the late Sir Henry Durand, and
returned to England from a service of upwards of forty years, during the whole
of which period he only visited England once.

Throughout his long career of Indian service, whether Magistrate of a
district, or Commissioner of a division, or Lieutenant-Governor of a province,
the distinguishing characteristic of Sir Donald M'Leod was a warm sympathy
with the people, and an earnest desire so to regulate the system of administra-
tion as to be in harmony with their feelings, and to win them over by enlisting
their confidence.

Sir Donald M'Leod was elected a member of the Society of Telegraph
Engineers, on the evening of Wednesday, the 27th November last, and it is to
be greatly regretted that the Society so soonlost a member who would undoubtedly
have contributed greatly to its success.


